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New enrollment NECC takes Washington 
policy proposed 


Students may need to sign 
up for classes two weeks 
before semester begins 


By THOMAS SHAMMA 
Assistant Opinion Editor 


As part of NECC’s ‘Initiative 
for Student Success,’ the college 
is modifying its enrollment poli- 
cy for next semester. 

As of fall 2011, students will 
be required to enroll for their 
classes at least two weeks prior 
to the start date, for the first time 
instating a cutoff preventing last- 
minute signups from. taking 
classes. 

“fLane Glenn and his team 
have] been the ones developing a 
plan,” said Bonnie Doherty, the 
director of Academic Advising. 
“They all went to a meeting in 


Indianapolis.” 
“A lot of students come in 
April, when we. start,” said 


Doherty, “But we do get a lot 
who don’t come until August.” 
“It’s going through a thought 
process,” she said. “I don’t know 
if it’s a good idea -- I don’t know 
either way. The only way to 


know is to try it. It’s not some- 
thing you can predict.” 

“I have no idea whether this 
is even going to happen or not,” 
said Doherty. 

Ally Doxsey, a student who’s 
graduating this semester, com- 
mented, “I definitely [enroll] the 
day of or a few days after,” 
emphasizing her punctuality. She 
tries to enroll as quickly as possi- 
ble. 

“IT would definitely prefer for 
them to stay like it is and not cut 
off enrollment two weeks 
before,” she said. “I had prob- 
lems with classes I needed [to 
graduate], I was able to talk to 
professors.” This semester, she 
had to rearrange her schedule 
very late in order to ensure that 
she could graduate. 

“A lot of students have too 
much going on, like work. A lot 
of stress would occur.” 

According to the administra- 
tion, students who sign up earlier 
have a greater success rate, so the 
motivation behind the proposal to 
restructure enrollment is to pro- 
mote academic achievement. 


Continued on Page 5, under 
“Enrollment policy 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


Members of NECC's 
Contemporary Affairs club experi- 
enced the capital of the United 
States, Washington D.C firsthand 
during their annual trip to the city. 

The adventure started on the 
evening of Feb. 9 when they hopped 
on a train to their destination and 
arrived there drowsy the next morn- 
ing. 

“The train ride in, was just pure 
awesomeness,” remarked Lathon 
Jones-Downing, the president of 
Contemporary A ffairs. 

He added that this was an oppor- 
tunity for the group consisting of 
more than twenty NECC students. 

Several students on the trip didn't 
know what to expect as it was their 
first time traveling to the city includ- 
ing Katie Yameen, the vice president 
of Contemporary Affairs club. 

"I honestly didn't know what to 
expect because it was my first time 
traveling to D.C," Yameen said. "But, 
it was more than I had hoped for." 

Yameen confessed that although 
nervous she fell in love with 
Washington upon arrival. 

"I wanted to take in as much as | 
could just soaking up what life has to 
offer," Yameen said. 

While in Washington they attend- 
ed the Conservative Political Action 


Wanted: NECC se 


By Hope M. Hunt 
Copy Editor 


Many a damsel in distress has sat 
idly by, waiting for their knight in 
shining armor to charge in and save 
them from their otherwise dismal 
fates. In the ideal fairytale situation 
the knight in shining armor does not 
disappoint - arriving precisely when 
he is needed most, overcoming great 
odds and eventually winning not 
only the battle but also the affections 
of the fair maiden, who eagerly 
awaited his arrival. 

The knight is a beloved corner- 
stone of many classic fairytales, and 
is a more memorable component of 
the Middle Ages. The knight is a 
symbol of warfare, chivalry, 
courage, and honor, and therefore it 
is no surprise that a school would 
* elect that a knight be representative 
of their athletic teams -- to be their 


mascot. 

Our NECC sports teams are bet- 
ter known as “The Knights,” making 
it not only easier for boosters to 
cheer on the teams, but also giving 
the team some sort of persona to lean 
upon, and the persona of a coura- 
geous, heroic, armored knight sure 
beats that of an anteater (University 
of Irvine) or a cayenne pepper 
(University of Louisiana). 

However, NECC's knight in 
shining armor, called Ned the Knight 
by some, but who is officially 
unnamed, has been MIA from 
NECC's many sporting events and 
collecting dust in storage. But maybe 
this story can have a fairytale ending. 

Maybe the NECC Knight can be 
returned to his rightful place as an 
icon representative of our college's 
sports teams. Maybe the NECC 
Knight could be as renowned to the 
campus community as Pat Patriot is 
to New England, and as Wally the 
Green Monster and Blades the Bruin 


are to Boston. 

As it stands now approximately 
eight out of 20 student surveyed 
knew that NECC's mascot is a 
knight, many of whom just vaguely 
recalled what should be a well- 
known fact, not a campus secret. 

However, of all the students 
who knew that our mascot was a 
knight, none of them were aware that 
NECC actually owns a physical mas- 
cot, who has not been seen since the 
last College Life Fair 

“I've never been to one of the 
sports games,” said NECC student 
Cecilly Deorocki, when asked why 
she had never seen the school's mas- 
cot, but Deorocki isn't the only one 
missing from NECC sporting events 
NECC's mascot hasn't been seen at a 
school sporting event for quite some 
time, but not from the NECC's lack 
of trying. 

According to Sue MacAvoy, the 
athletic coordinator at NECC, they 
have been trying to fill the Knight's 


File photo 


The Washington Monument, shown here in a photo 


from last year’s trip, was 


one of many landmarks 


NECC students got to see on a recent visit to D.C. 


Conference (CPAC). 

“...Donald Trump was a speak- 
er, said Downing. “He talked about 
his views and stated that he was 
going to run for the president of the 
United States. I found it interesting.” 

At CPAC Sarah Palin was sup- 
pose to be a speaker. However, at the 
last minute Palin cancelled. 

“One of the coolest things was 
that a Sarah Palin look-alike was 
there” remarked Downing. “And 
people actually surrounded her.” 


Besides attending CPAC, mem- 
bers also visited several museums 
including the Smithsonian and the 
Holocaust Museum. 

“The Holocaust Museum was 
extremely moving,” student Marissa 
Schroeder said. 

Overall, the experience in 
Washington was an enjoyable one for 
those that attended the trip. 

“The sites were beautiful and the 
art displays in the Smithsonian were 
well worth the visits,” Yameen said. 


ool mascot 


shoes for some time, and while they 
occasionally receive emails express- 
ing interest no one has stepped up to 
the plate, yet. 

“You need someone with excite- 
ment to get out there. | don't want 
someone to walk around just to make 
a presence,” said MacAvoy, who fur- 
ther explained that an upcoming 
track meet actually hosts a mascot 
100-meter relay race, which sounds 
like a spectacle to be setn. 

Students, whose interest has 
been piqued, become a part of some- 
thing larger than yourselves. Become 
a beloved icon whose vibrancy and 
exuberance will be remembered 
years from now. Become the NECC 
Knight. 

Flexible availability, solid relia- 
bility, and a degree of agility are 
must haves for those who are seri- 
ously considering this task at hand, 
and a history of track and field cer- 
tainly wouldn't hurt. 


Courtesy Photo 


NECC’s mascot the ever-so- 
noble knight in shining armor 
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Eibe cate 


The scent of freshly cut flowers will 
be permeating throughout the air soon 
enough. Well, at least we hope it will be 
fairly soon. 

Since, currently outside on campus it 
smells like something foul because all the 
snow is melting as with other various sub- 
stances giving the nostrils a whiff of sick- 
ening odor. 

However, we suppose this is a good 
sign because it means spring break is com- 
ing soon. By soon we mean starting this 
Friday after your last class gets out --- you 
can finally enjoy the good weather for a 
week or so. 

We encourage our readers to go out- 


spring break is meant for a break of the 
college life and not boredom. 

Although, we want our readers to 
enjoy their spring break, we also want to 
encourage our readers to make safe choic- 
es during this time. 

By this, we mean refrain from con- 
suming too many fruity alcoholic bever- 
ages and just be safe overall. 

We also want to caution our readers 
against the dangers of drinking and driv- 
ing. Even one drink can impair one’s 
senses, making it unsafe for you to drive, 
putting more than your life in jeopardy if 
you climb behind the wheel even if you’re 
just a little “tipsy.” 


side, enjoy an iced mocha latte and not to With that said, have a safe and fabu- 
do anything too productive. After all, lous spring break. 


CTE RAIN FALLS OW 


Correction: In the March 2nd issue of the Observer, in the article titled 
Jv ST AnD UN IYST 


“Accessibility challenges” said that student April Vitulli has “generic disk 
disease” when it is actually degenerative disk disease, we regret the 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building 

All letters must be signed and also include a phone number for verifica- 
tion. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line or 
risk not being received by the Observer email system 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
“Include Letter to Editor in the subject line 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 


Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 Ashley Papkey The Opinion Editor would Ashley Campbell 
Business like to apologize to Deaf Studies 
While we attempt to publish all letters, “Catching up on homework” Sam Rivera “Working and going to New York” 


we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. for incorrectly attributing 
his opinion in the 
March 2, 2011 
issue 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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Church denies dignified burials 


Westboro Baptist 
Church hides behind 
First Amendment 

By Rick INGHAM 

Opinion Editor 


Lately the hot 
topic item has 
been bullying. 
Bullying = in 


schools and 
online have 
Bel era. y 
claimed the 


lives of young 

“J people across 
people like Asher 
Brown, 13, Seth Walsh, 13, Justin 
Aaberg, 15, Tyler Clementi, 18, and 
Billy Lucas, 15. CBS News reported 
the names of those young men back 
in October 2010 in order to show the 
terrible effect that bullying, especial- 
ly anti-gay bullying, can have on 
today’s youth. 

As the death tolt has risen, school 
administrators, government officials 
and non-profit organizations have 
sought ways to combat and reduce 
the instances of emotional, and some- 
times physical, assault victims of bul- 
lying are left to endure. 

But with all the focus on the young 
people those who suffer from bully- 
ing as adults do so without consola- 
tion or defense. I refer to the parents 
and families of soldiers who gave 
their life serving overseas. 

For years the Westboro Baptist 
Church (WBC), a congregation based 
in Kansas led by Pastor Fred Phelps, 
has led a campaign of protesting at 
military funerals. The protestors 
carry signs like “Thank God for dead 
soldiers,” and “God hates America.” 

Having had enough with the shouts 
and songs of the protestors Albert 
Snyder, the father of a fallen Marine, 
sued the church in federal court in 
order to stop continued protesting at 
military funerals. 

Last Wednesday, The Supreme 
Court made an 8 to | ruling in favor 
of the WBC. 


the country, 


Chief Justice John Roberts said, 
“[Speech] can stir people to action, 
move them to tears of both joy and 
sorrow, and - as it did here - inflict 
great pain. On the facts before us, we 
cannot react to that pain by punishing 
the speaker.” 

In not so few words, Chief Justice 
Roberts is saying that verbal assault 
does not merit punishment. 

In a CNN report Snyder is quoted 
as saying, “We found out today that 
we can no longer bury our dead in 
this country with dignity. What is this 
country becoming?” 

Margie Phelps, attorney for the 
WBC, defiantly proclaimed, “Having 
your feelings hurt over words is not 
enough to shut up the speech.” 

The only member of The Supreme 
Court to recognize the suffering of 
Snyder and others like him was 
Justice Samuel Alito, who released 
the following statement, “In order to 
have a society in which public issues 
can be openly and vigorously debat- 
ed, it is not necessary to allow the 
brutalization of innocent victims.” 

Because of the ruling Snyder must 
pay $116,000 in court costs to 
Phelps, money that will surely go to 
funding more funeral protests result- 
ing in even more families suffering at 
the hands of the bully church. 

WBC has no respect for families 
and certainly no respect for the 
United States of America and the 
young men and women who serve in 
the armed services. 

CNN interviewed Snyder the day 
after the ruling at which time he pre- 
dicted an inevitable violent response. 

“Something is going to happen, 
somebody is going to get hurt," he 
said, “You have too many soldiers 
and Marines coming back with post- 
traumatic stress syndrome, and [the 
WBC protesters] are going to go to 
the wrong funeral and the guns are 
going to go off." 

I don't like seeing violence in the 
news, but with demonstrators like the 
WBC, I find myself wavering. These 
people come with their signs and 
hateful songs to shout and cause a 
scene when people simply wish to 
bury their dead in peace. 


Unfortunately, unlike North African 
dictators, I don't think the WBC will 
ever step down. That's the problem 
with people who are religiously moti- 
vated. The same fanaticism attributed 
to Islamic terrorists is present in the 
hateful practices of this Christian 
congregation. 

You cannot reason with a group 
who believe that God approves their 
every action. You cannot dissuade 
them, you cannot compromise with 
them, and you cannot make them 
stop without completely eradicating 
them like an infestation or virus. 

Virus is the best word to describe 
the WBC. Though one man leads 
them it is their ideas that infect the 
media and finds root in the soft minds 
of hateful individuals. 

The WBC was in the news recently 
following the posting of an open let- 
ter to the church attributed to the 
Hacktivist Group Anonymous. In an 
interview Anonymous denied posting 
the letter, which threatens the com- 
plete shut down of WBC's online 


assets if protests continue. WBC 
responded to the letter by openly 
challenging Anonymous to, “Bring it 
on, cry-baby hackers.” 

It's upsetting to think that The 
Supreme Court of The United States 
of America ruled ‘in favor of an 


organization that chooses to respond 
to threats with infantile name calling 


instead of more mature dialogue. 

The WBC and their hate-fueled 
demonstrations give all of 
Christianity a bad name. There are 
good congregations in this country 
that reach out to the downtrodden, 
raising them up from disparity and 
helping them lead healthy productive 
lives. There are hard working pastors 
who tirelessly work to unite others 
with love and understanding. And 
there are Churches that reach out to 
the homosexual community inviting 
them to enjoy fellowship and share in 
uplifting moral values. The WBC is 
none of these. 

It is not God who kills American 
soldiers. God is not punishing 


e there any Kennedys 


Kennedy Jr. won t be 
joining the political 
fraternity just yet 


By ANDY ROBINSON 
News Editor 


The Kennedy legacy will have to 
wait a few more years for its rebirth 
back into American culture. 

A couple of weeks ago, Edward 
Kennedy Jr, son of the late “Ted” 
Kennedy, told a news station in 
Connecticut that he ruled out a sen- 
ate race for Senator Joe Lieberman’s 
seat, who announced he would not 
seek re-election in 2012. 

"I have a young family at home, 
and quite honestly, I probably need 
my children more than they need 
me," he said. "But I need to finish 
that job.” 


What this means is for the first time 
since 1947, there will not be a 
Kennedy working in the United 
States government. 

But Camelot is still alive and well 
in the young Kennedy. 

"I've been clear about my desire 
and hope to go into public service at 
some point in my life," he said. 

"It's not an issue of whether or not 
I think I can make a contribution or 
do I have the energy. I do. I think I'm 
young, have a lot of passion. [ think 
there will be a lot of opportunities 
for me in the future." 

Edward Kennedy’s other son, 
Patrick, a Representative of Rhode 
Island, kept the Kennedy presence 
until the beginning of the New Year 
when he chose not to seek another 
term. 

Stained by drug abuse and drink- 
ing, his presence was not valued as 
highly as the Kennedys before him. 


In his defense, he had a lot to live up 
to, and his hindrances don’t hold a 
candle to his predecessor’s. 

Controversy has surrounded the 
Kennedys as much as their tragedies, 
Patrick’s actions in government did 
not live up to his father’s. 

Affairs, drinking, Chappaquiddick 
(to name only a few); the Kennedy 
perfume reeks. 

Luckily, the prestige and vigor of 


the royalty makes us forget about all. 


that time and time again. 

That much was shown by Kennedy 
Jr, who has no skeletons in the clos- 
et that we know of, but time is sure 
to bring something out. 

The Kennedys are like a soap opera 
for historians and young history stu- 
dents. The fact that new information 
keeps coming out almost every day 
about them is a testament to the 
secrecy of their era and the wide- 
spread interest in their history. 


Today it’s like the Kennedys have 
become fireplace folklore. Their 
story is passed down from genera- 
tion to generation and little by little 
the information gets shrouded in 
exaggeration that eventually turns 
the story of “vigah” into a myth. It’s 
called Camelot for a reason. 

When Edward Kennedy died in 
2009, Kennedy Jr. took the stage for 
what many consider to be the 
keynote address, even passing 
President Obama’s eulogy. Obama 
isn’t the only one who can keep a 
crowd. 

He cradled the watching nation. He 
closed the Camelot era with power- 
ful focus on remembrance for his 
father and his work in public service. 
His heartfelt confidence at the podi- 
um echoed his father’s own from 
four decades ago when he delivered 
his eulogy for Robert Kennedy. 

Kennedy Jr. said, “Although he 


MCTCampus Photo 
Albert Snyder, the father of a young Marine killed in lraq, unsuccessfully sued the 


Westboro Baptist Church and now must pay the church $116,000 in court fees 


America for the sin of homosexuali- 
ty. God is not the author of hate. A 
Church that hides behind God in 
order to wage a campaign of hate and 
intolerance is nothing less than a 
bully. 

So, where is the outrage? If bully- 


ing is so unwelcome is our schools 
why do we allow it in adult society? 


It is time for the WBC to stop their 
campaign against the grieving fami- 
lies of fallen soldiers. It is time for 
the WBC to throw away their picket- 
ing signs and begin showing some 
maturity in their words and actions. 

“All | wanted to do was have a pri- 
vate dignified funeral for my son,” 
Snyder said, "They turned it into a 
three-ring circus." 

"The thing that just hits me the 
hardest is all the hatred in this coun- 
try," Snyder continued, "and I think if 
I wanted to look to what I'm going to 
do in the future, I feel like that maybe 
there's where I need to be, to try do 
something with all the hatred that's in 
this country." 


left? 


lived a full and complete life by any 
measure, the fact is, he wasn't done. 
He still had work to do. He was so 
proud of where we had recently 
come as a nation. And although I do 
grieve for what might have been, for 
what he might have helped us 
accomplish, I pray today that we can 
set aside this sadness and instead cel- 
ebrate all that he was and did and 
stood for.” 

Kennedy Jr. was raised in Camelot. 
Public service is in his blood just as 
it is in every Kennedy. It’s not sur- 
prising that another one is on his way 
from the shores of Cape Cod. 

The thing that we have to remem- 
ber about America’s royal family is 
that we can’t just give credence to 
any member just because of the 
Kennedy name. America will be 
watching this rising star closely. No 
question or debate there. 
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Dealing with 


crime and death 


Coping with life 
in a dangerous 
environment 


By ROXANNE RODRIGUEZ 
Correspondent 


We always ask ourselves defin- 
‘ing questions when we face death 
head-on. When one of our loved 
ones dies of a terminal illness, or 
in a car accident, and even when 
they are murdered and their life 
is taken from them, we begin to 
question our lives and what our 
legacy will be if we were gone 
tomorrow. 

It hits us close to home when 
someone we know dies or is 
killed viciously. We seek justice, 
but what is this justice we speak 
of? How can someone really 
recover from such a blow? 

It's hard to imagine losing 
someone, but what happens when 
their life is abruptly taken with 
no consideration, no remorse, 
and no one to point the finger to 
for justice? ; 

If we consider the facts regard- 
ing crime in small poverty- 
stricken communities we can 
conclude that where there is a 
lack of education, economic 
funds, and a strong sense of com- 
munity and leadership, there will 
be an overwhelming amount of 
crime to deal with. 

If we consider our own com- 
munity, Northern Essex 
Community Callege has two 
campuses -- one in Haverhill, and 
the other in Lawrence, we can 
see that we aren't in a safe envi- 
ronment at all. Lawrence is 
known for their vehicle fraud 
which made headlines in 2005 
for the investigation that lead to 
the arrest and prosecution of 
many community members, 
lawyers, chiropractic doctors, 
and many more “respectable 
individuals” in our community. 

It took a death before an 
investigation was launched and it 
was discovered that one-third of 
the cars stolen in the city were 
taken specifically for the purpose 
of staging accidents to defraud 
the auto insurance companies, as 
stated by the Lawrence Chief of 
Police John J. Romero. But this is 
only what made headlines in recent 


years. It doesn't even begin to 
describe the everyday robberies, 
aggravated assaults and rapes that 
occur in this city. 

Business owners are robbed at 
gunpoint as they leave their 
places of business. They are 
intimidated to leave without hir- 
ing detectives to keep an eye on 
them. 

The crime is becoming unbear- 
able and the community needs 
change. The community is being 
afflicted by outsiders coming 
from other parts of the state and 
country to take advantage of the 
city and its citizens. 

No one is safe any more and crim- 
inals are seeking opportunities to 
come into the city to execute violent 
crimes as if we don't have enough to 
worry about with the criminals lurk- 
ing in the streets already. 

A city once known as “The 
Immigrant City” for harboring all 
people from all places and providing 
them with the opportunity to make a 
living working in the many mills that 
provided work, food, and a strong 
sense of community is now in crisis. 

The death toll in Lawrence has 
risen, although it was on a slow 
decline up until 2005, when there 
were no murders, 2009 witnessed an 
increase to nine murders. 

This year we have already had 
three shootings, one which 
resulted in a murder, an outra- 
geous number if we consider the 


Statistics in our neighboring 
cities and towns. such = as 


Andover, where there 
murder in the last decade. 

If we, consider that the average 
median income in Andover at 
$60k, compared to Lawrence at 
$23k, we see the difference in 
numbers, and they speak for 
themselves. 

Cuts in budget caused the elim- 
ination of the drug enforcement 
and community policing units, as 
well as the number of sworn in 
officers from 161 to 110 in the 
past two years, making it all the 
more difficult to keep the streets 
of Lawrence safe. Education also 
plays a key role in crime rates. 
Where there is a lack of educa- 
tion, crime rates rise. 

| asked Analucia Perez, a psy- 
chology student at the University 
of Massachusetts in Lowell, what 
her take was on the rise in crime 
and the murder rate. 

“T think it's a really sad reality 


was one 


lo-qua-cious [loh-kwey-shuhs] 


_—adjective 


we are all living, with the pover- 
ty rate at one of every four peo- 
ple, the unemployment rate, and 
the lost souls on the streets ‘caus- 
ing chaos, there's no wonder why 
children are afraid to play out- 
side anymore,” Perez said, “Life 
is hard as it is and the violence is 
ripping this city apart.” 

Analucia recently lost her 
cousin Alex Estevez, 36, of 
Lawrence, victim of the Feb. 16, 
homicide. 

She also mentioned the diffi- 
culty her family faced in the 
wake of her cousin's murder. “It's 
much harder to bury a son or 
daughter who has been murdered 
than it is to bury a parent who 
died of natural causes or a termi- 
nal illness,” she said, “No one 
should have to bury their child!” 

As for the investigation, it could 
be just a matter of time before this 
case becomes a cold one and this 
family deals with the many unan- 
swered questions that plague a fami- 
ly devastated by an unsolved murder. 

Being a NECC student I was curi- 
ous to know what types of services 
were available when dealing with 
such a loss, and was surprised to find 
that there are no specific counseling 
services that cater specifically to 
dealing with death. 

Now, if you belong to any of 
the many special interest groups 
at NECC, you can find an outlet. 
For example, we have the 
Gay/Straight Alliance, Amnesty 
International, and Phi Theta 
Kappa National Honor Society. 
These groups can help with the 
heavy load of losing someone 
you love and are a great way to 
feel part of a dynamic group of 
people who share your interests. 

You can also turn to your profes- 
sors and faculty. Professors are pro- 
fessionals in their field, compassion- 
ate, and can guide you through a 
rough time, especially when dealing 
with death. But if you ever feel like 
you don't have anyone to tum to, 
remember there are peers among you 
that are willing to help and lend a car- 
ing ear for you to vent. Making 
friends is so easy at Northern Essex 
and everyone is always willing to 
help. 

Death is a hard reality to deal 
with, but when you have a strong 
support system it makes manag- 
ing your grief much easier to 
handle 


_Word of the Week 


| Loquacious 


1. talking or tending to talk much or freely; talkative; chattering; 


: babbling; garrulous: a loquacious dinner guest. 


: 


| 


i wryvvy dictionary. corm 


Sa cirsiatsenetmiemts 


2. characterized by excessive talk; wordy: easily the most 
loquacious play of the season. 


along? An appeal to 


musical diversity 


By THOMAS SHAMMA 
Assistant Opinion Editor 


"There's all kinds of music, every- 
where you go/Some folks like it fast, 
and some like it slow/Some like it 
hot, some like it blue/Some like it 
old, and some like it new," begins 
funk band Tower of Power's song, 
"Soul With A Capital 'S'". The song, 
it will surprise no one to learn, is a 
celebration of the singer's love of 
soul music. 

In the lyrics, the writers, Emilio 
Castillo and Stephen Kupka, do 
something that should really seem 
completely normal and unremark- 
able, but which, by the time I heard 
the song, seemed incredible. While 
they sang about their devotion to a 
particular genre of music, they delib- 
erately and specifically acknowledge 
the legitimacy of everyone else's 
musical tastes. 

I sort of get that diversity can be 
hard to stick up for in some of the 
bigger areas. It can sometimes seem 
daunting to try to understand the mar- 
ginalization of people who face 
issues you have never faced, and 
never will. But has anyone really not 
experienced criticism for their musi- 
cal tastes? 

My parents were Rolling Stones 
fans. I've got an aunt who was into 
the Beatles, and another aunt who 


was a huge Elvis fan. We all know 
how controversial they were when 
they first started playing. We all 
know the feeling evoked by that 
awful phrase, "That's not music. It's 
noise." 

So why do we still have these cul- 
ture wars? Why do pop fans still dis- 
miss classical as dry and outdated, 
while classical fans dismiss metal as 
nothing but a lot of loud noises? _ 

I admit I get almost nothing emo- 
tionally from techno music, but | 
believe people when they tell me tha’ 
it resonates with them. ' 

Meanwhile I've had bitter argu- 
ments defending what is, to me, the 
important and meaningful emotional 
experience I get from the surreal, 
sometimés cacophonous indie band, 
Deerhoof. Some of the most musi- 
cally diverse people I know have 
looked me dead in the eye and told 
me with absolute sincerity, "That's 
not music. It's noise." 

Despite all the evidence stacked up 
against humanity, | do have hope for 
us. I think we can overcome the bar- 
riers between us and make the world 
a genuinely better place to be born 
into. But if we can't accept diversity 
on something as basic as musical 
taste, we're probably doomed. 

So, as an exercise in open minded- 
ness and a step toward that better 
world, why not try accepting people 
for their musical tastes? Even if you 
don't understand them. Try taking 
people at their word when they tell 
you what resonates with them. Do not 
judge their worth as a person based 
on whether they prefer Bach, Beck or 
Beyoncé. 


UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS THAT 
TAKE YOU WHERE YOU WANT TO GO. 


Northeastern’s undergraduate programs offer a 
direct and convenient way to earn the degree you 
want from a school you respect. 


(2. If you've accumulated 80 quarter hours (or 60 
semester hours) of credit, you can transfer those 
credits directly into one of our 18-month Fast-Track 
degree completion programs. Choose from programs 
in IT, communications, management, leadership, and 
more. Do you have less than 80 credits? Don't worry, 
we have options for you too. 


S NOT TOO LATE, APPLY TODAY. 


It's not too late. Undergraduate and Fast-Track 


GET STARTED. 


* 
at 


Rae programs are launched multiple times a year. Next 
programs begin this fall, 9/13/10. 


‘To learn more or start an application contact 
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WoridNews "The Libyan revolution ‘ationai news 


Afghan official says 12 
civilians killed by bomb 
in east Afghanistan 


KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) _ 
An Afghan official says a road- 
side bomb has killed 12 civilians 
in east Afghanistan near the bor- 
der with Pakistan. 

A spokesman for the gover- 
nor of Paktika, Mokhlis Afghan, 
said another five people were 
wounded Sunday when the bomb 
exploded next to a truck carrying 
civilians. He said the dead 
included two children, five men 
and five women. The truck was 
traveling between the towns of 
Turwa and Wazakhwa. 

The Interior Ministry con- 
firmed the attack but said only 10 
people were killed. There was no 
way to immediately reconcile the 
difference in numbers. 

Paktika borders Pakistan's 
lawless tribal areas, used as safe 
havens by insurgents fighting 
U.S.-led coalition troops in 
Afghanistan. 


Libyan warplanes 
strike rebel force 


RAS LANOUF, Libya 
(AP) _ Libyan warplanes 
launched airstrikes and forces 
loyal to leader Moammar 
Gadhafi engaged in fierce 
ground battles Sunday with a 
rebel force advancing west 
toward the capital Tripoli 
alon the country's 
Mediterranean coastline. 

The opposition fighters 
pushed out of the rebel-held 
eastern half of Libya late last 
week and have been ccc 
path west toward Tripoli. On 
the way, they secured control 
of two important oil ports at 
Brega and Ras Lanouf. By 
Sunday, the rebels were 
advancing father west when 
they were hit by airstrikes and 
confrontations with ground 
forces. 

Associated Press reporters 
at the scene said Gadhafi loy- 
alists retook the town of Bin 
Jawad, about 110 miles (160 
kilometers) east of Gadhafi's 
stronghold city of Sirte, 
which could prove to be a 
decisive battleground. The 
reporters witnessed airstrikes 
on the rebel forces and heavy 
fighting on the ground. 

The uprising that began on 
Feb. 15, inspired by rebellions 
in neighboring Tunisia and 
Egypt, has been slidin 
toward a civil war that coul 
be prolonged, with rebels 
backed by mutinous army 
units and arms seized from 
storehouses going on the 
offensive to try to topple 
Gadhafi's 41-year-old regime. 
At the same time, pro- 
Gadhafi forces have tried to 
conduct counteroffensives at 
Brega and in the rebel-held 
city of Zawiya west of Tripoli 
_ where. bloody street battles 
were reported over the week- 
end. 

The U.S. has moved mili- 
tary forces closer to Libya's 
shores, but has expressed 
wariness about talk of impos- 
ing a “no fly" zone over the 
North African nation to pre- 
vent Gadhafi from using his 
warplanes to attack the popu- 
lation. The U.N. has imposed 
sanctions, and Libya's oil pro- 
duction has been seriously 
crippled by the unrest. The 
turmoil has caused oil prices 
: spike on international mar- 

ets. 


Rebel groups break 
out in protest for 
human rights 


By ELISABETH GREEN 
Staff Writer 


The Arab Revolt continues 
to capture the attention of the 
Western world as revolts in 
Libya draw concern of human 
rights abuses, humanitarian 
need and steadily climbing 
gas prices, which are only 
expected to increase in the 
coming weeks. 

Revolt in Libya broke out 
on February 15 as_ rebel 
groups revolted in the second 
largest city of Benghazi. 
Since this time, rebel groups 
have won control of five 
coastal cities, and are battling 
for control of two others. 

Meanwhile, President 
Muammar Gadaffi, the longest 
serving president in the Arab- 
world remains adamant he will 
not step down from power. 
Gadaffi hired African military 
forces to fight rebel groups, and, 
according to the Guardian UK 
live newsfeed, announced on 
March 7 he is still committed to 
“fight to the last man and to the 
last woman.” 

Gadaffi came to power ina 
bloodless coup in 1969, and 
since Libya has been named, 
“The Great Socialist People's 


Libyan Jamahiriya.” 
Jamahiriya is an Arabic word, 
translated it means, “State of 
the masses.” 

Nevertheless, groups of 
dissent have not been able to 
form under Gaddafi's socialist 
reign in Libya, a factor that 
makes this revolt strikingly 
different from the Egyptian 
revolt, where the Muslim 
Brotherhood was organized 


influence and 
come to power. 

“Clearly Libya is moving 
to a state of civil war,” 
Professor Andrew Morse the 
faculty advisor of Amnesty 
International chapter at NECC 
said. 

“Americans favor these 
revolutionary groups,” he 
said, “The question is what 
role should America play?” 

This is complicated to address 
as American relations have been 
strained in the past years. 

Though an agreement was 
signed in 2008 that to some 
degree smoothed over U.S./ 
Libyan relations, the U.S. is 
currently not supportive of 
Gadaffi remaining in power. 

U.S. Ambassador to the UN 
Susan Rice recently spoke on 
the current state of affairs in 


speculated to 


Libya saying: 
“These sanctions and 
accountability mechanisms 


should make all members of the 
Libyan regime think about the 
choice they have before them: 
violate human-rights, and be held 
accountable, or stop the violence 
and respect the Libyan people's 
call for change.” 

Rice continued saying, 
“When he can laugh in talking 
to American and international 
journalists while he is slaugh- 
tering his own people, it only 
underscores how unfit he is to 
lead and how disconnected he 
is from reality.” 

Currently, the question 
confronting the American 
government is whether or not 
the U.S. should institute a no- 
fly-zone over Libya to prevent 
air attacks against civilians 
and rebel groups. 

Secretary of Defense 
Robert Gates said the imple- 
mentation of a no-fly-zone 
would require a major mili- 
tary operation to take out 
Libyan defense systems that 


Enrollment policy 


Continued from page | 


“I understand where they’re 
coming from,” she said. “But I 
still think they should keep the 
policy how it is now. It’s up to 
the students if they want to 
achieve, do well, and be suc- 
cessful.” 

Professor Tom Greene 
explained that the proposal was 
meant to “address the concern 
that students who register less 
than two weeks prior to classes 
fail at a much higher rate.” 

“The administration wants to 
do something about that,” said 
Greene. “This is one proposed 
solution. It’s not out of the blue 
or arbitrary, or to make life 
harder for students. ... It is still 
just a proposal, though.” 

He added that the college is 
also going to offer more late- 
enrollment classes, which would 
start later in the semester. 

Professor Meredith Gunning 
offers her perspective: “A lot of 
students sign-up late for a Vari- 
ety of complicated reasons,” she 
says. “If we don’t allow stu- 
dents to sign-up in the last week, 


it’s going to unfairly leave a lot 
of students out.” 

“I’m worried it’s going to 
dissuade. some from going to 
school,” says Gunning. ~“The 
administration will say we now 
have later running courses... 
[but] the later starting courses, 
some of them are more inten- 
sive, and not everybody can take 
more intensive courses.” 

She also expressed concern 
about higher-level courses, 
which can have trouble reaching 
the minimum 15 required stu- 
dents to run. “[Lane Glenn has] 
been pretty strict about insisting 
on the 15,” said Gunning. 
“What do the students do if their 
courses are cancelled?” She 
said, referring to students whose 
majors require these higher- 
level courses. “How do they 
graduate?” 

As of this point, we don’t 
have any direct information 
from the policymakers involved. 
“It would be unfair to have any 
comment, said Mary Ellen 
Ashley, who’s been working 
with Dr. Glenn on the policies. 


NECC Observer 


could strike American Air 
Forces. 

Nevertheless, according to 
an article from CNBC, UN Aid 
Coordinator Valerie Amos 
said, “Humanitarian organiza- 
tions need urgent access 
now...People are injured and 
dying and need help immedi- 
ately." 

Amos said over a million 
people fleeing and inside the 


country currently need 
humanitarian aid. 
According to the BBC, 


191,748 people have fled the 
country since Feb. 17 of this 
year. Of this number, the 
majority have fled to recently 
liberated Tunisia and Egypt 
(104,278 and 84,970). BBC 
also cites that a total of 
400,000 are projected to leave 
in the next three months. 

A video taken on the bor- 
der of Tunisia showed 
Libyans crossing over the bor- 
der being greeted by volun- 
teers passing out food and 
water to travelers that said 
they had not eaten in days. 

A volunteer student said, 
“They are human. We should 
do this... I am just here to 
help people.” Even still, the 
video said thousands have 
gathered in tent towns in bor- 
der areas of Tunesia. 

The Guardian UK reported 
on March 7 that the 
International Criminal Court 


opened an investigation on 
Libya and the UN suspended 


Libya from the UN Human 
Rights Council. 

Whether in the form of aid, 
investigation or military 
assistance, one thing is cer- 
tain, the Libyan people will 
need much assistance in the 
coming months as Libya, and 
other countries in the Middle 
East continue to fight for 
democracy and freedom. 
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With the help of Eagle 


\Security, this security log 
as been compiled to inform 
tudents and staff about the 

incidents requiring assis- 

tance from Eagle Security 


n_ the- Haverhill and 
awrence campuses. This 
og covers incidents 


etween December 20, 2010 
Ito March 2, 2011 . 


Dec. 20, 2010- A student 
lhad a seizure on campus and 
n ambulance was called at 
8:23 a.m. 


ell outside of E-building at 


r March 1, 2011- A student 
5:25 p.m. 


March 2- A student was 
eported as in pain at 9:25 
m. ; 
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Mass. governor on 
trade trip in Israel 


BOSTON (AP) Gs, 
Massachusetts Gov. Deval 
Patrick is visiting Israel to dis- 
cuss trade, business partner- 
ships and other issues. 

Patrick was set to leave 
Sunday and arrive in Tel Aviv. 

On Monday, the governor 
is to meet with Israeli chief 
scientist Avi Hasson to discuss 
business partnerships between 
Massachusetts and Israel and 
the chief executive officer of 
EI Al Airline. 

Patrick is scheduled to 
meet Thursday with Israeli 
President Shimon Peres 
(SHEE-'mone PEH-ress). 

Later Monday, Patrick will 
join Lt. Gov. Timothy Murray 
in Boston via video for an 
announcement related to the 
MassChallenge competition, 
which is intended to help con- 
nect entrepreneurs with 
opportunities for start-up busi- 
nesses. 


Protesters decry 
Nevada university 
budget cuts 


LAS VEGAS (AP) - 
Hundreds of Nevada college 
students and supporters waved 
signs decrying looming state 
higher education budget cuts 
during a peaceful protest on 
the Las Vegas Strip. 

A crowd of more than 500 
demonstrators gathered 
Sunday in front of the foun- 
tains of the Bellagio casino 
resort. They chanted and urged 
passing motorists to show sup- 
port by honking vehicle horns. 

One sign read “Education 
Cuts Don't Heal." Another 
said, ‘‘True Life: My College 
is Broke." 

The protesters were escort 
by Las Vegas police as they 
marched less than a mile off 
the Strip to the Palms hotel- 
casino, where MTV is filming 
a college spring break special. 

Goy. Brian Sandoyal's pro- 
posals for deep cuts to close a 
state budget shortfall have 
Regents Chairman James Dean 
Leavitt warning of ~‘cata- 
clysmic" changes to Nevada 
higher education. 


Stephen King writes 
novel about Kennedy 
killing 


NEW YORK (AP) - 
Stephen King's next novel 
takes on a real-life horror 
story: The assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy. 

11/22/63," the ~ title 
named for the day of 
Kennedy's murder, tells of a 
high school teacher's desper- 
ate effort to prevent the 


tragedy. Scribner announced 
Wednesday that the 1,000- 
page book will come out on 
Nov. 8. 

King's many best-sellers 
Carrie" 


include and 


Misery." 
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Campus Life 


Beach Party at NECC | Dinner brings 
team together 


Event raises awareness 
of drinking during 
spring break 


By STEPHEN NDUNGU 


Campus Life Editor 


Students braved the rainy 
weather on midday Monday, 
March 7 to attend a spring wel- 
come event and a safe spring 
break awareness at the Lawrence 
campus with only a week remain- 
ing until the much awaited break. 

The event which was referred 
to as “Beach Party” was held in 
the atrium of the Dimitry building 
at the Lawrence campus and atr- 
racted quite a number of students. 

“Our goal is to try and bright- 
en the students day and bring 
some warmth in this cold and 
snowy weather we've had,” said 
Amy Kelly the coordinator of stu- 
dents activities at the Lawrence 
campus. 

The one-hour event started at 
noon and went on until Ip.m. 
Students were coming and going 
throughout the event. Kelly com- 
mented and said is the norm for 


events at the Lawrence campus. 


“Here it’s different from the 
Haverhill campus, the Haverhill 


campus is big and students have a 
place to sit and hangout and inter- 
act,” said Kelly. “Here students 
just come, get what is being 
offered and then leave,” 


Kelly 
stated. 

Students who attended said it 
was very nice of the school to hold 
such a helpful and informative 
event. 

“We can definitely use some, 
if not all, of the safety tips offered 
today, especially at this time when 
we are going for spring break,” 
said Natalie Ballard a nursing stu- 
dent. 

Ballard, who said she is plan- 
ning to go for a cruise with her 
sister during the break, said the 
safety tips were the most impor- 
tant things she got from the event. 

Another student Juan Diaz 
who said he is planning to spend 
his spring break in New York 
praised the engagement center for 
arranging the event at this time. 

“This was the best time for 
this because we will get to prepare 
well enough even for the 
unknown, before we leave for the 
break on Monday ,” said Diaz. 

Students also appreciated the 


Outstanding student 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


Martha "Ann" Averse, an NECC 
student in the Nursing LPN program, 
recently was awarded the honor of 
being named "Student of the Month" 
for her outstanding character both 
inside and outside the classroom. 
Averse was nominated for this award 
by Kristen L. Michaud, an assistant 
professor of nursing at Northern 
Essex. 

In Michaud's letter to the commit- 
tee, which chooses who will receive 
the "Student of the Month" award she 
told of the exceptional character of 
Averse. 

"She is an active and eager class- 
room participant, sitting in the front 
row attentively attending every class. 
She also comes well-prepared and is 
humbled to participate in classroom 
discussion,” Michaud said. "This is 
such a positive attribute because her 
engaging nature is followed by other 
classmates who witness her desire to 
succeed." 

Further into the letter, Michaud 
told the committee of how Averse is 
always willing to help her classmates. 
She constantly volunteers to help 
those struggling to grasp the material 
and even has driven one of her class- 
mates to Boston to see their ailing 
mother. 

"One student had a terminally ill 
mother who was at a Boston hospital 
but the student had no ride so Martha 
drove the student to Boston and stayed 
with the student until 11 p.m. so she 
could spend time with her dying moth- 
er. 

"This same student needed a place 
to stay overnight during a snowstorm - 
so Martha opened her home and 
allowed the student to stay the night 
with her," wrote Michaud. "I guess 
you could say she is like a protective 


Averse was recognized as 
the Student of the Month 
for being an outstanding 
student. 


mother hen." 


When Averse was questioned 
about her acts of kindness, she said 
that she didn't believe she was dis- 
playing any behavior worth recogniz- 
ing. 
"I thought this was the way people 
were supposed to act," Averse stated. 

Michaud had nothing but praise 
to say of her student and stated that 
her role model behavior is by far the 
best she has witnessed at NECC in 
her decade of teaching. 

When she heard she won the 
"Student of the Month” award, Averse 
was shocked. 

"I didn't even know it existed," 
Averse said. "It feels really weird. It 
surprised me in a nalve little way. 

"My husband said finally after 45 
years your father gets the bumper 
sticker saying ‘Student of the Month’,” 
Averse laughed. 


healthy snacks and the fruits that 
were provided at the event. 
Students said that they took that as 
a lesson to teach them on making 
healthy eating decisions during 
the break. 

Together with food and inter- 
actions, student had a chance to 
enter a raffle and win some good- 
ies the main prize being a beach 
basket that was stuffed with items 
to use in the summer. 

“It's a great opportunity to 
relax and enjoy as well as see the 
snow melting,” said Nancy Henry 
one of the event organizerswhile 
commenting about the event. 

The student engagement center 
will be hosting a similar event at 
the Haverhill campus _ today 
(Wednesday, March 9) from 11 
a.m. to Ip.m. 

The event will have a similar 
theme of safety awareness during 
spring break. 

In the same event last year at 
the Haverhill campus, students 
had chances to compete in games 
and win prizes. Students will also 
have a chance to do so this year 
too. 

“We will have trivia games as 
well as other competitions,” said 
Kelly. 


By Hope M. Hunt 
Copy Editor 


NECC's baseball team invited 
their families, friends, and sup- 
porters of the NECC baseball pro- 
gram to partake in a spaghetti din- 
ner March 7, in the Student 
Activities Center. 

This is the second year the 
team has hosted the dinner, and 
while the turn out was lower than 
anticipated there was a very good 
showing. 

This dinner offers the team not 
only an opportunity to put faces to 
the names they hear their team- 
mates frequently mention, but 
also gave them the opportunity to 
thank those who have supported 
them not only with their current 
fundraising efforts, but with their 
entire baseball careers whether it 
was chauffeuring them to prac- 
tices as a youth or cheering them 
on, now, as young adults. 

“It's a sign of good faith to 
everyone who has helped out,” 
said Paul Becotte, catcher for the 
NECC Knights. 

The dinner gave NECC's hard- 


Scholarship Applications 


working players,.who,attend yoga 
and cycling classés twice weekly 
in addition to attending 5:30 a.m. 
practices, the opportunity to sim- 
ply enjoy each other's company 
and the company of their dedicat- 
ed families and friends. 

“I think it's a great opportuni- 
ty to get to know everyone's#pa 
ents, and it's like a waa 
for everything they do, f iE us,” 
said Miké Chartler, pitcher for the 
NECC Knights of whom NECC 
baseball coach Chris Shanahan 
spoke very highly of. 

The baseball team heads to 
Maryland, a nine-hour drive, 
Thursday, March 10, for a series 
of exhibition games, 

““We actually play some of the 
top schools in the country. A cou- 
ple of division two schools and 
couple of division three, most of 
them are nationally ranked, we'll 
see some good competition,” said 
NECC’s Coach Chris Shanahan of 
the team’s upcoming exhibition 
games in Maryland. 

“We're pretty talented this 
year. Based on last year's team 
and how we did we should do all 
right.” 


Students: Apply for an NECC Scholarship Now 
for the 2011 — 2012 Academic Year 


will be available to NECC students 


February 1, 2011 — April 8, 2011 


[no applications willbe accepted after April 8, 2011} 


Applications are available 


ONLINE at 


www .necc.mass.edu/scholarships 
Self Service Banner 


Blackboard 


For questions 
call the Institutional 
Advancement Office 
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Get swept away Rapidly boring © 


By MATTHEW RAN 
A&E Editor ¢ 


N o w 
playing at the 
Boston Opera 
House: "Mary 
Poppins," the 
high-flying 
Stage adapta- 
tion of 
Disney's 1964 
classic! 

Starring Julie Andrews, the film 
went on to win four Academy Awards 
including Best Actress for the afore- 
mentioned star. Brought to the 
Broadway stage in November 2006 
by director Richard Eyre and scribe 
Julian Fellowes, the touring edition 
of "Mary" delights audiences while 
simultaneously bringing a few twists 
here and there to the beloved story of 
a supercalifragilisticexpialidocious 
British nanny who shapes up a 


‘Video game controversy 


Arts and Entertainment 


disheveled family of four using tac- 
tics a bit more magical than pure disi- 
pline. 

Relying heavily on the original 
novel by author P.L. Travers that 
Disney based the film off of, certain 
sequences of the stage play might 
seem unusual to certain viewers but 
on the whole, said changes are more 
welcome, thematically, than not. Star 
Stefanie Leigh, while not perfectly 
matching Andrews in every way, has 
a miraculous stage presence to match 
her equally miraculous vocal ability. 
On the whole, I'd say she came as 
close as one possibly could to Miss 
Julie without actually topping her 
iconic performance. Nicolas 
Dromard, as Bert, in the role origi- 
nated by Dick Van Dyke was beyond 
sensational; his "Step In Time" 
towards the end of the production 
brings down the house on a nightly 
basis. 

So, what are you waiting for? 
Head on down to the Opera House 


Courtesy 
for a musical delight you won't soon 
forget! Tickets for “Mary Poppins” 
range from $33-$160; show ends 
March 20. 


By ALLISON BURRIDGE 
Correspondent 


I rarely disagree with a review by 
Entertainment Weekly. In fact, the 
magazine’s review section often feels 
like a friend of mine wrote it after we 
discussed a movie we liked or dis- 
liked. However, in the case of 
“Cedar Rapids,” I am afraid EW got 
it wrong in giving the film an A- 
grade. Main character Tim Lippe (Ed 
Helms of “The Hangover” and 
NBC’s “The Office”) is thrust into 
the dangerous world of an lowa 
insurance convention where he must 
compete to win the coveted Two 
Diamond award to save his own 
Brown Valley insurance company 
sounds about as exciting as it is to 
watch. While there are some high 
points--such as Lippe’s dedication to 
his “pre fiancée,” which so happens 
to be his old 7th grade teacher newly 
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divorced and on the prowl, played 
spectacularly by Sigourney Weaver, 
and Isiah Whitlock Jr.’s spoof of him- 
self on The Wire as he busts into a 
crack house party to retrieve Lippe-- 
the rest of the plot leaves something 
to be desired. Littered with John C. 
Reilly’s typical frat-guy “don’t be a 
p***y” jokes and a “good guy tri- 
umphs over the bad guy” ending, the 
film is predictable and leaves you 
wondering, “What was the point of 
that?” 

So, if I were discussing this 
movie with my _ friend, the 
Entertainment Weekly review sec- 
tion, I would try to convince them to 
give it a lesser rating of--at most--a 
C+, because while I did enjoy some 
parts of the movie, it is one of those 
films I would have rather watched 
through Comcast than paid the extra 
$5 to see in theatres. 


Andover art inspires 


Are some con- 
sumers overre- 
acting? 


By JACOB 
KRUSHWITZ 
Correspondent 


It seems that as long as 
there are video games, there'll 
be controversy over their vio- 
lence. This controversy seems 
to have escalated recently. 

One of the more important 
examples of this is the 


Supreme Court case involving 


this game comes from. 

Some people have even 
gone so far as to as to claim 
video games like Bulletstorm 
are responsible for an increase 
in rape. Psychologist and 
author Carol Lieberman told 
Fox News that video games 
are the main reason for the 
increase in rape. Some even 
claim that the marketing of 
video games is “clearly 
aimed” at children, and that 
the Entertainment Software 


Rating Board (ESRB) has 


the video game industry. The + ©) 


case revolved around whether 
California could make it a 
crime to sell an M rated game 
to a person who is underage. 
Even though California’s pro- 
posal is goes against the First 
Amendment, they have made a 
strong case. 

On Tuesday, February 21, 
2011, a video game called 
“Bulletstorm” was released. 
This game is a first-person 
shooter made by Polish devel- 
opers People Can Fly. The 
overall idea of the game is 
basically to “kill with skill,” as 
in killing enemies in creative 
ways to earn points. Each type 
of kill has a name for it, such 
as “headshot.” However, the 
names for certain kills are con- 
sidered to be too suggestive 
for a video game, which is 


where the controversy over 


Courtesy Photo 


failed to apply any enforce- 
ment of their ratings. 

Of course these claims 
don’t really hold up against 
FBL statistics that show the 
rate of forcible rape has actual- 
ly declined over the past two 
decades. Or the FTC studies 
that have repeatedly shown 
that video game ratings have a 


significantly higher rate of 


compliance than most other 
mediums. Also, the ESRB 
does enforce their ratings, 
imposing fines of up to $1 mil- 
lion on publishers who try to 
get around the ratings process. 

When a 


enthusiasts heard about what 


few gaming 


Carol Lieberman said about 


video games, they took 


offense. They wrote her 
emails, and even gave her 
books bad reviews online. But 
Carol just used these as proof 
to what she says, even though 
no real acts of violence have 
come from what she said. 

It’s not that video games 
are perfect, but it seems that 
people seem to be overreacting 
to it. Sure, games like 
Bulletstorm aren’t the best 
example of the gaming medi- 
um, but that’s the way it is for 
all media. There are different 
kinds. Take movies--there are 
serious ones and there are 
action-packed ones. Neither 
category better or worse than 
the other; it depends on what 
you prefer. So why can’t the 
same logic be applied to video 
games? Why do people who 
are against video games 
always claim that they do psy- 
chological damage to kids? 
People need to start recogniz- 
ing that this medium is grow- 


ing, whether they like it or not. 


By MAry-ELLEN D’ ANGELO 
LOMBARI 
Correspondent 


Easy to find, easy to park (for free!) and 
easy access from the car can lead to a bit of a 
shock when entering the main lobby of the 
Addison Gallery of American Art. The marble 
fountain “Venus Anadyomene,” by Paul 
Manship (1927) welcomes the visitors into a 
genteel arena, the likes of which stand up to a 
Boston-quality playing field. 

Recent renovations, slated to last eighteen 
months, stretched into two years. Still, the roof 
was not completed. The museum decided to 
open on September 7 of last year in anticipa- 
tion of its two current exhibitions. John 
LaForge (1835-1910), John LaForge’s Second 
Paradise: Voyages In The South Seas (1890- 
1891), showcases LaForge’s work late in his 
career. He was inspired by the natives and the 
landscape of the South Seas, and cemented his 
place in the history of American art with such 
displays as “Girl sliding down a waterfall. 
Banana leaf around her body” (1890), and a 
Cloisonné Stained Glass window “Samoan 
Dancing. A Standing Siva.” (1909). This piece 
was completed just one year before his death, 
culminating a lifetime of artistic experience 
into an 8” x 10” square. 

Professor Andrew Morse, Assistant 
Professor History, Government, Philosophy & 
Economics, said “I've always liked the 
Addison. It has a nicely balanced selection of 
American art. The museum provides an oppor- 
tunity to view some great paintings and sculp- 
tures in quiet, intimate surroundings. The 
Addison is truly a New England gem. We 
should be proud to have such an institution in 
our area. 

“Sheila Hicks: 50 Years” is a traveling 
exhibit. Sheila Hicks, born in Hastings, 
Nebraska, in 1934, living in France since 1964 
was educated at Yale University in the late 


fifties. She is known for her textiles, inspired 


by Incan art, but has also worked with painting 
earlier in her career. On display we see the 
“Red-Blue Painting,” 1956, a simple yet stim- 
ulating interwoven design of the two colors. 
Later in her career we see a variety of textiles, 
like the 1988 “Color Alphabet II/VI,” a 
wool/silk wall hanging of straight lines and 
subdued form. Most recently, 2003-2004, “Les 
Escargots,” cork, linen, 16 elements displays 
long, colorful braided foils that grace a multi- 
leveled display reaching eight feet from the 
wall. 

Sharon Morley, librarian at Nevins 
Memorial Library, and owner of “Fine Art by 
Sharon Morley’said “I have not been to the 
Addison since it reopened. I think Ill go 
tomorrow.” Her favorite works at the museum 
are the Winslow Homer paintings. 

The Museum Learning Center holds 
17,000 collection objects. “Curatorial Practice 
as Education” encourages such interactions as 
classifying, writing, discussion, sequencing, 
comparing and contrasting to enhance the edu- 
cational experience of the visitor according to 
www.andover.edu/museums/addison. Classes 
are given for all age groups. College professors 
are encouraged to bring their students to the 
museum for a visit, or partner with MLC to 
design creative programs into their curriculum. 

On March 10 at 3 p.m. there will be a 
Collection Dialogue, “Artist’s Sketchbooks,” 
in conjunction with “John La Forge’s Second 
Paradise: Voyages in the South Seas, 1891- 
1891” with Brian T. Allen, The Mary Stripp & 
R. Crosby Kemper Director. 

March is the last month to visit to visit our 
local cultural treasure. The Addison closes on 
March 27 to finish the last phase of the renova- 
tion, to replace the glass roof. October | is the 


scheduled completion date. 


~ 
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Top 10 alternatives to spring break 


By HARMONIE CHARLAND 
Features Editor 


Spring break is right around 
the corner, and you find yourself 
with absolutely no idea of how to 
spend your free time. 

Of course a roundtrip ticket to 
Cancun, Mexico, accompanied by 
margaritas on the beach, sounds 
more than appealing, you're a com- 
munity college student on a budget 
and this amazing-yet-costly idea is 
way out of your league. 

No trip to Mexico? Your spring 
break is bound to suck, right? | 
think not my friend. 

There are many other ways to 
spend your spring break without 
going broke. How you ask? You 
have turned to the right page. Here 
is a list of ten alternatives on how 
to spend your spring break. 

1. Catch up on homework. | 
know this might not be the most 
exciting way to spend your spring 
break, but if you're falling behind 
in any of your classes this maybe 
the most logical. 

There's nothing worse than the 
stress that comes with falling 
behind in your classes. If you use 
the free time you have during 
spring break to study and complete 
assignments, you'll come back to 


school feeling prepared and ready 
to tackle the rest of the semester. 

2. Join a gym. Spring break 
means summer is right around the 
corner. 

Take this time to start a work- 
out routine so that you can stick 
with to get your body ready for 
swimming trunks and bikinis. 

In a dream world we would all 
wake up with six pack abs looking 
summer time fly, but we live in the 
real world where fit bodies take 
work and there's no better time to 
get started then during spring 
break. 

3. Read a good book. Take a 
break from brain cell killing reality 
television and your boring texts 
books and read a book purely for 
your enjoyment 

4. Go Visit your Grandparents. 
As we get older our lives become 
busier with work and 
everything else, your grandparents 
who may only see you during holi- 
days and would be more than 
delighted to get a surprise visit 
from their favorite grandson or 
granddaughter. 

You can even use this as an 
opportunity to give them a current 
photo of you so they can stop 


school, 


showing all their friends the one of 


you when you were 15 with braces! 
5S. Volunteer. Local charities, 


WWW.RIVIER.EDU 


soup kitchens, and Goodwill loca- 
tions are always looking for an 
extra hand. 

This would be a great opportu- 
nity to give back to your communi- 
ty and help make a difference in 
someone else's life. 

6. Sleep. Aside from the few 
lucky ones, most college students 
are stuck juggling and 
school. 

More than likely if you're feel- 
ing overworked then you're defi- 
nitely overtired. Spring break is a 
free pass to sleep in every day fora 
week. 

7. Bargain shop. With winter 
ending and spring beginning, many 
outlet stores clearance racks are 
packed with money-saving deals. 

You can save a ton of money 
while getting a head start on your 
winter clothes shopping for next 
year. 

8. Cook. Do you remember the 
last time you had a home cooked 
meal? 

With the busy schedule of a 
college student eating anything 
that doesn't come off a fastfood 
dollar menu can be a rarity. 

Take this time to experiment in 
the kitchen and cook a meal you 
will truly enjoy. 

9. Go to the movie theater. 
Renting movies from NetFlix or 


work 


MCT Campu Photo 


There is never a shortage of To Do’s around the 
house. Tackle some housework during the break. 


Red Box is always convenient but 
nothing compares to the feeling 
you get when watching a film in 
the movie theater. 

Every Tuesday Showcase 
Cinema in Lawrence offers ticket 
prices at the low price of $4.75 all 
day. The perfect opportunity to 
catch a great flick without spend- 


Nashua, NH 


WHAT COMES NEXT? 


Earn your bachelor’s degree at Rivier College. 


ing an arm and a leg. 

10. Start your spring cleaning. 
After the holidays your apartment 
may seem more than cluttered with 
unnecessary junk. 

Use your free time during 
spring break to organize your 
apartment and get rid of unneces- 
sary clutter. 


1-800-447-4843 


» Choose from more than 30 majors, including education, 
business and nursing. 


» Take advantage of more than $7 million in institutional 
financial aid awarded annually. 


» Learn about one of the region's most affordable private 
colleges. 


» Speak with your advisor about our generous transfer 
credit policies. 


» Schedule your visit today. 


Your future starts here. 


Sports 


Concussion awareness 


Are we more aware 
or just scared of 
sports concussions? 


By KEVIN McDONALD 
Correspondent 


.A concussion is a brain injury 
when you have a sudden blow or jolt 
to the head, according to WebMD. 

While a concussion is not life 
threatening, it can cause serious long- 
term side effects if not treated proper- 
ly. It's difficult to “see” a concussion, 
as it happens with the brain, which is 
not visible without the aid of X-rays 
or MRIs. Symptoms could last any- 
where from a couple of seconds to 
months or years after the initial hit. 

Some symptoms include 
headaches, confusion, nausea or 
vomiting, slurred speech, dizziness, 
sensitivity to light or noise, and mem- 
ory loss, among others. 

There are three different grades 
for concussions, with Grade III being 
the worst concussion, as the person 
loses consciousness. 


Most of the concussions we hear - 


about today come from ESPN or 
other sports news sites. The NFL, this 
past season, has had issues with play- 
ers hitting other players with their 
helmets and causing concussions. 
The NHL instituted a rule eliminating 
blindside or lateral hits to the 
head. 

Josh Beckett of the Boston Red 
Sox is the latest player to be diag- 
nosed with a concussion. Beckett was 
hit in the head during a batting prac- 
tice session during spring training 
and suffered mild concussion symp- 
toms. 

On March Ist, he claimed he felt 
better, but he may sit out his next 


Start. 

Concussions don't just to happen 
in professional sports. They can even 
occur during gym class in high 
school. NECC student Alex Iannazzi 
suffered a concussion a few years ago 
and offered an insight on how it felt. 

“I was playing dodgeball in gym 
class during sophomore year,” said 
lannazzi. “I was hit in the face with a 
dodgeball and immediately fell to the 
ground in immense pain.” 

“I was extremely dizzy, I had a 
hard time walking or even standing, 
my speech was slurred, I was 
extremely tired, and my brain felt like 
it was too large for my skull.” 

Concussions happen to those 
involved in the sports world. In 
March of 2010, Mare Savard was hit 
in the head by Matt Cooke of the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. 

Since then, Savard has suffered 
post-concussion syndrome, which 
can include depression, and a second 
concussion and his career could be in 
jeopardy. 

After the Savard hit, the NHL 
passed Rule 48, declaring any blind- 
side or lateral hit to the head or shoul- 
der region is illegal and the player is 
given a five-minute major and a 
game misconduct, or ejection, from 
the game. A suspension may be given 
once the league reviews the hit. 

The NFL this past season fined 
players left and right for helmet to 
helmet hits. James Harrison was 
fined over $100,000 this season for 
his multiple hits. 

Both the NHL and NFL are rais- 
ing awareness of concussions and the 
seriousness of not treating them prop- 
erly. So, both leagues started a zero- 
tolerance policy to curb these head 
shots. 

Are they causing a scare or pre- 
venting more concussions? Could the 
average fan see the fines and suspen- 
sions as precautionary measures to 


NECC sports 
and fitness 


Students can find a 


break in their day at 
NECC 


By ANTHONY BEVILACQUA 
Sports Editor 


During the day if students 
are looking for an escape from the 
stress it is easy to find. There is more 
to do at NECC than just sitting in 
class and studying all day. The sports 
and fitness center offers the reprieve 
every student needs during their 
hardworking day of classes. 

The recreation desk is open 
Monday to Wednesday from 10 a.m. 
to | p.m. The desk offers snacks and 
drinks along with tables to sit at and 
hang out with friends. 

The sports and fitness center has 
a surplus of activities that students 
can engage in. Ping-pong, foosball, 
pool, and darts equipment can all be 
taken out with an up to date student 
ID. Students can also take out bas- 
ketballs, soccer balls, and/or frisbees 
to play with in the open field or free 
gym hours. 


NECC also offers intramu- 
ral sports. These intramural activities 
can range from flag football to cards 
tournaments. Find out which intra- 
mural activities are on what days by 
checking-out one of the bulletin 
boards in the hallway. 

The sports and fitness cen- 
ter also offers field trips to NECC 
students. These trips have included 
snowboarding and skiing, hiking, and 
white-water rafting. 

Along with fun activities 
NECC also has a gymnasium and 
weight room located in the sports and 
fitness center. The weight room fea- 
tures state of the art lifting equipment 
as well as treadmills and stationary 
bicycles. The gymnasium is usually 
open for basketball from 11 a.m. to | 
p.m. Monday through Friday. 

The latest thing offered are vari- 
ous different types of athletic classes, 
such as Zumba, cycling, and flexibil- 
ity and strength conditioning. 

The sports and fitness center 
allow students to stay active and 
make friends in a laidback environ- 
ment. Stop in, bring some friends, 
and take a nice break from your class- 
filled day. 


prevent hits or are more reports of 
concussions scaring fans and parents 
about kids playing sports? 

New England School of 
Communications and former NECC stu- 
dent Dan Hogan spoke about the aware- 
ness of concussions. 

“Concussions do appear to be 
happening at a higher rate,” said 
Hogan. “Not all hits to the head 
should be banned. Football is a fast 
and hard-hitting game and it's hard to 
avoid it sometimes. 

Penalties should be an ejection 
from the game they are playing and a 
suspension, not a fine.” 

NECC student Thomas Buttner 
sang a different tune when asked 
about concussions. 

“Concussions are not happening 
at a higher rate,” said Buttner. “The 
NFL is making sure players who get 
concussed miss the rest of the game 
and pass concussion tests to play 
again. This could be the reason why 
there has been an increase in concus- 
sions this year.” 

Buttner also stated that former 
NFL quarterback Troy Aikman has 
admitted to playing through concus- 
sions during his career and is now 
suffering from post-concussion syn- 
drome. This is what the NFL and 
NHL are trying to avoid. 

“Sidney Crosby has sat out 
games due to a concussion and he's 
the 'poster child’ of the NHL,” said 
Buttner. “It is an epidemic in all 
sports, but it's a part of the game and 
athletes are going to get injured.” 

There is more awareness on con- 
cussions, but it is still a scary injury 
to deal with, especially if it's not 
treated correctly. 

It can happen to anybody. When 
you're watching the Bruins or Celtics, 
pray that no one suffers what Marc 
Savard, Sidney Crosby, or any athlete 
has suffered with their concussions. 
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Celtics make 
trade moves 


Celtics change 
former championship 
lineup mid-season 


By Nick AMARAL 
Correspondent 


In the NBA there is a trade dead- 
line. Any team can make any trade 
with any players before that deadline 
is up. In order to make a trade work, 
the player’s contract money must 
match or be close to it so the teams 
can afford to pay the player. This 
year, the trade deadline was on Feb. 
23 at 3p.m. This year, the Boston 
Celtics made some surprising trades. 

One trade that was a complete 
shocker was their trade of center 
Kendrick Perkins and guard Nate 
Robinson to the Oklahoma City 
Thunder for forward Jeff Green and 
center Nenad Krstic. 

There were many fans of the 
Celtics who were shocked and disap- 
pointed in the Celtics’ General 
Manager, Danny Ainge. The trade 
had to be done because Perkins is 
becoming a free agent after this sea- 
son. Perkins favored the idea of 
returning to the Celtics but was going 
to ask for more money. The Celtics 
couldn't afford to sign him because 
they were going to extend the con- 
tract of forward Glen Davis. The 
Celtics are not going to spend a lot of 


money on extending two player con- 
tracts, they want to extend one of 
them and use the other money to sign 
a big time free agent. 

The Celtics should be fine 
though; Jeff Green is a very. athletic 
player and can shoot the ball well. 
Green was originally drafted by the 
Celtics in 2007 before being dealt to 
the Seattle Super Sonics for guard 
Ray Allen. Krstic is a pretty good 
shooter for a center and may fit into 
the starting lineup and get accus- 
tomed to Rajon Rondo's fast paced 
basketball. 

Another trade the Celtics made 
was dealing center Semih Erden and 
forward Luke Harangody to the 
Cleveland Cavaliers for a 2011 sec- 
ond-round pick and a 2013 first- 
round pick. No one was really sur- 
prised about this trade. These two 
players barely played and had no 
future with the team, so Ainge made a 
smart move about this trade and got 
some nice picks along with it. 

The last trade that the Boston 
Celtics made was trading guard 
Marquis Daniels to the Sacramento 
Kings for money. This trade wasn't 
bad because everyone knew that 
Daniels wasn't going to play for the 
rest of the season with an injury. The 
Celtics could use the money anyway. 

Overall, the Boston Celtics made 
some good moves. People are still 
disappointed in the Perkins trade, but 
maybe in the future he can somehow 
return to the Celtics. 


Redskins’ troubles 


Redskins release 
Portis. McNabb next? 


By SHANE FOLEY 
Correspondent 


Although it has been a 
month since the Green Bay Packers 
ended the 2010-2011 season with 
their Super Bowl victory, it is never 
too early for NFL teams to return to 
the sports column. 

The period of time between the 
end of one season to the training 
camp of the next has always been an 
uncomfortable time period for NFL 
players and this season is no differ- 
ent. 

Washington D.C. is the site of 
our latest questionable move, and 
no, I'm not talking about politics. I'm 
talking about the Redskins who, 
after their recent troubles, have 
released their big running back, 
Clinton Portis. The trouble is, their 
big quarterback might be next. 

This past Monday it was 
announced that Clinton Portis was 
released from the Redskins. Many 
questions fluttered around the 
league as to why they would release 
their pro bowl running back just 
when it looked as though their fran- 
chise was on the mend. 

All indications show that, while 
they were grateful enough for his 
services, they were unwilling to pay 
him. According to Fox Sports a 
source confirmed that he was due a 
$500,000 bonus along with his 
salary. Considering the lack of suc- 


cess that organization has had in the 
past, it is understandable and unfor- 


tunate that they have to cut some of 


their best players for budget reasons. 

There are those who don't feel 
too badly about this release. 

After all, we are talking about a 
player who only played in 5 games 
last season and 8 games the previous 
season due to injury. Eventually you 
have to cut your losses. 

Let's look at this from Portis's 
perspective. He had 2 unbelievable 
seasons with the Denver Broncos 
before he went to Washington. He is 
second in franchise history in sever- 
al categories. 

Of all the players on that team 
besides McNabb, he is the one with 
most experience for this young 
team. 

He is almost a vital part of this 
offense and he has yet to prove him- 
self as an elite running back due to 
his inconsistency with injuries, 

This year could have been his 
shot, but unfortunately, he is going 
to have to make it with another team. 

If Portis being released wasn't 
enough to shock you, this will make 
you spill your drink--Donovan 
McNabb is next. First of all, it is 
clear that he will not be starting in 
2011 since he didn't even play the 
last three games of the season. 

The start instead went with Rex 
Grossman, who only won one game. 
It makes sense that McNabb would 
want to be traded since he is 
arguably a Hall of Fame quarterback 
and is only 34 years old; hardly in 
his twilight. 

However, since the NFL is going 
through meetings to avoid a lockout, 


the chances of him being traded 
before the draft are slim to none. 

This is looking like Clinton 
Portis all over again, due to the fact 
that Mcnabb has a 10 million bonus, 
which the Redskins may not want to 
pay. 
With the Redskins without their 
two big guys, you have to wonder 
what they're thinking. They have to 
compete with Vick and the Eagles, 
Manning and the Giants, and Romo 
and the Cowboys. 

Without a star quarterback, their 
chances of making the play o f fs 
are none to none. 

What is next for this team? 
Perhaps they could use a young, star 
quarterback like Cam Newton. Since 
last season saw so many rookie 
quarterbacks, it's a good chance that 
the Redskins may take Newton. 

Now I'm sure most of you are 
wondering, “What does this have to 
do with the Pats?” Well, if you think 
about it, it has a lot. 

Newton has a good chance of 
falling to the Redskins. If you look 
at the teams that are early in the 
draft, most of them have quarter- 
backs who will start like Jimmy 
Clausen and Tim Tebow, and big 
running backs and wide receivers 
like Larry Fitzgerald and Jonathan 
Stewart. This has the formula for a 
lot of good players to fall from those 
early picks. 

The Patriots acquired the 17th 
pick in the draft from the Raiders, so 
this means that the Pats have a good 
shot at getting someone big. Either 
way I wish the Redskins the best of 
luck, even though I'm glad the Pats 
are benefitting from the misfortune. 
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Falling for the right person 


By HARMONIE CHARLAND 
Features Editor 


someone who 
: unavail- 


The signs 

are clear 
because you have traveled 
this road before, but still you 
continue. Warning signs 
plague this familiar road but, 
it's as though your vision is 
blurred and you can't quite 
decipher the words “Dead 
end.” 

These unavailable love 
interests all seem to share 
common characteristics. 

Sex by any means is gladly 
accepted, but as far as com- 
mitment goes leave that as 
well as love at the front door; 
because that, my friend, is 
not welcome here. Why is it 


MYSTIC STARS weekly horo- 
scope: 

By Lasha Seniuk 

ARIES (March 21-April 20) 
Social discussions and romantic 
speculation are compelling this 
week. Surprising information con- 
cerning new friends may now initi- 
ate intense gossip. 

Enjoy light-hearted group 
involvement but avoid probing for 
personal details. Privacy will soon 
be an ongoing concern. 

After Thursday powerful ideas, 
dreams or flashes of wisdom will 
provide unique insight. Areas 
affected are creative home solu- 
tions, family dynamics and long- 
term romantic goals. Remain deter- 
mined. 

TAURUS (April 21-May 20) 
Written documents and financial 
partnerships are accented over the 
next few days. Property agree- 
ments, leases and large purchases 
will soon captivate the time and 
attention of loved ones. 

Offer detailed suggestions and 
reliable practical advice: 
words and ideas will be closely 
studied. 

Wednesday through Saturday 
minor romantic discussions may 
quickly escalate. Key 
involve changing home or family 
priorities. Stay focused: passions 
may be unpredictable. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21) 
Someone close may now need to 
discuss recent misunderstandings 
or cancelled family plans. 

Offer a clear description of 
your feelings and watch for fast 
decisions. In the coming weeks 


your 


issues 


that unavailable lovers seem 
to have this mystical power to 
grab your attention and cap- 
ture your emotions? 

We fall hard for people 
who are unavailable because 
subconsciously we ourselves 
are emotionally not available. 

When it comes to relation- 
ships it's much easier to play 
the victim and blame every- 
one else for our failed 
attempts at love then it is to 
admit and work through our 
own problems. 

In order to be happy in a 
couple you must first be 
happy standing alone. 

With every end to a failed 
relationship there is a begin- 
ning to a new you. Part of this 
new beginning is realizing 
and addressing certain 
aspects of your life that need 
change. It's hard to admit to 
ourselves when we are wrong 
and even harder to admit that 
we played a role in the failure 
of our previous relationships. 

Insecurities, control 


successful relationships will be 
expressive and openly affectionate. 
After mid-week some Geminis may 
encounter an unexpected job offer 


or financial proposal. Wait, howev- 
er, for added information. Private 
disagreements or legal 
issues may prove bothersome. Be 
patient. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22) 
Business proposals, although con- 
troversial, may soon bring remark- 
able opportunities. Before mid- 
week group investments, long-term 
financial planning or complex legal 
highlighted. 
Remain quietly dedicated. 

Patient reflection and 


minor 


agreements are 


timed 
decisions will be the key to lasting 
s. Later this week friends 
and relatives will be introspective 
or moody. Take none of it personal- 
ly. Loved ones may now need extra 
time to process recent social or 


SUCCESS. 


family events. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) Large 
purchases, property contracts and 
legal documents may require care- 
ful consideration over the next few 
days. Written promises or financial 
adjustments will eventually work 
in your favor. 

At present, however, confusing 
numbers may be problematic. Stay 
focused on short-term gains and all 
will be well. After Saturday a new 
romantic proposal or social invita- 
tions will trigger gossip, minor dis- 
cussions and doubt. Group events 
may be disrupted: 
remain quietly distant. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 

Loved this week 
offer bold suggestions. Social and 


temporarily 


ones may 


romantic communications are now 


issues, and lack of communi- 
cation are common factors in 
failed relationships. If these 
issues are not worked through 
you are ultimately carrying 
around baggage that has no 
place in a fresh new relation- 
ship. 

One of the first things we 
look for in a new love interest 
is commonality. If you have 
yet to address your emotional 
issues then you will continue 
to be attracted to love inter- 
ests who have also failed to 
address their emotional 
issues, hence making both of 
you unavailable. 

You cannot dedicate your- 
self to someone and grow as a 
couple until you have dedicat- 
ed your time and effort to 
becoming the best person you 
can be. 

Once you have identified 
and worked through your 
issues, your love life will 
move in a more _ positive 
direction. You will no longer 
waste time in pursuing love 


due to increase. After Tuesday 
expect friends and romantic part- 
ners to ask for firm commitments, 
provide detailed opinions or out- 
line new emotional goals. 

Listen closely: emotional ideals 
are now changing. Later this week 
a past financial mistake may reap- 
pear. If so, thoroughly verify all 
documents and _ calculations. 
Authority figures will soon press 
for completed projects. Stay active. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) 
Recently reserved officials may 
this week boldly express their 
opinions. 

Workplace habits, employee 
communications or 
duties may be on the agenda. 
Closely follow all new instruc- 


leadership 


tions. Attentiveness and respect for 
authority are now vital. 

Friends, lovers and close rela- 
tives will, after Thursday, push for 
greater involvement in private 
decisions or delicate family issues. 
All will work to your advantage. 
Pace yourself and watch for clear 
emotional signals. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 
Love relationships will this week 
begin a passionate stage of growth 
and renewed intimacy. 

Previously reluctant or distant 
romantic partners may soon ask for 
greater emotional involvement in 
your life. Several months of inward 
thought, family conflict and social 
doubt are now ending. 

Don't look back. Later this 
week study the minor hints or sug- 
gestions of bosses or managers. 
New business ideas and changing 
workplace policies will soon be 
announced. Go slow. 


Courtesy Photo 


If two anthropomorphic mice can find love, 


so can you! 

interests that are unavailable 
because you will see and 
understand the signs of an 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) Older relatives or long-term 
friends will this week require deli- 
cate financial advice. Business dis- 
ruptions, changing income sources 
or new job offers may soon cause 
concern. Fast progress will be 
unavoidable. Encourage loved ones 
to research all new options. 

Later this week a past friend or 
lover may propose an unusual 
social alliance or home event. 


* Private celebrations or rare family 


discussions are highlighted. 
Passions will be high: go slow and 
ask probing questions. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
20) Insights and sudden hunches 
may be revealing over the next six 
days. Some Capricorns will soon 
be offered a powerful glimpse into 
their own romantic future. 

Areas affected are repeated 
family patterns, reversed social 
loyalties and shared home or finan- 
cial goals between friends. 

After Thursday watch for a 
complex social invitation or busi- 
ness proposal. A colleague or 
friend may outline rare property 
agreements or investments. 
Remain cautious: new information 
is needed. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) 
Private creativity and artistic inter- 
est are now on the rise. Some 
Aquarians will soon begin an 
almost nine week phase of revised 
leisure activities, fresh social out- 
lets or exotic educational pursuits. 
Don't hold back. 

Revitalized curiosity is healthy 
and will soon build confidence. 
Wednesday through Saturday 
accents discussions with family 


unavailable lover, because 
you were once one yourself. 


members or older colleagues. Key 
issues may involve changing 
money habits, spending patterns or 
large purchases. All is well. Stay 
focused. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) 
Friends or colleagues may now 
adopt a renewed attitude of group 
involvement. 

Before next week social enthu- 
siasm will be high. Encourage all 
such expansion and watch for vital 
changes in temperament, romantic 
confidence and_ self-awareness. 
Some Pisceans may also encounter 
an unusual workplace introduction. 

If so, don't hold back: new 
friendships will quickly expand. 
After Saturday rest and pamper the 
body: physical and emotional ener- 
gy may be temporarily low. 

If your birthday is this 
week...the coming few months will 
usher in complex changes. 

Long-term friends and relatives 
will need extra approval for their 


home plans or __ proposals. 
Emotional reactions may be 


intense: expect loved ones to be 
mildly possessive of your loyalty. 

Almost two years of vague 
social or romantic commitments 
will fade before mid-July. After 
August a powerful era of romantic 
fulfillment arrives. 

Love relationships will change 
the nature of your daily commit- 
ments and family goals. Respond 
quickly to all serious decisions 
from loved ones. 

Later in November business 
and financial relationships may 
also be affected: watch for unusual 
or highly creative proposals. 
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Creative Junction 


A portrait of a young photographer 


Devin Grace Parks is what people would 
describe as a veteran student at NECC. Parks 
came to Northern Essex as an English major, but 
that was long ago, in 2006 to be precise. 

Since that time Parks’ major has changed to 
"Unspecified" and she has chosen to explore her 
artistic side. 

In her spare time, Parks relishes in the alter- 
native music scene and enjoys partaking in 
extraordinary films. She also can be caught prac- 
ticing her impeccable British accent for the 
upcoming spring play "Bedroom Farce." Parks 
also enjoys the "amazing" flavors of Fuze drinks 
and coconut caramel cookies as an mid-after- 
noon treat. 

Most important, however, is Parks’ passion 
for photography. Nothing within eyesight is safe 
from her camera. Well, at least as long as it is 
interesting. 


This page exhibits some of Parks’ rare gift. 


-Chantal McGovern, Executive Editor 


All photos taken by Devin Grace Parks. Devin Grace Parks Photos 


WHY TRANSFER TO 
QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY? 


Just 2'/ hours from Northern 
Essex Community College is a 
student-oriented university 

devoted to academic excellence 


and a strong sense of community. 


Our majors include nationally 
ranked programs in arts and 
sciences, business, health sciences A , ; ; os § 


Make it Happen at Bay Path College 


and communications. And we're 
committed to using the credits 
you've already earned. Visit Rolling admissions 

Transfer up to 90 credits 

Merit scholarships including Phi Theta Kappa awards 
More than 30 clubs and organizations 

Scholarships for Graduate School at Bay Path College 
Guaranteed internship or fieldwork in your program 
Ranked in the top tier of the US News and World Report 


Bay Path 


ollege 


www.quinnipiac.edu to see 
why Quinnipiac is your next 


step toward a bachelor’s degree 


and the career you want. 


QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY 
275 Mount Carmel Avenue 
Hamden, CT 06518-1908 
203-582-8612 + Toll Free: 1-800-462-1944 
Transfer information: www.quinnipiac.edu/transfer 


